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My effort will have been amply rewarded if the study of this book enables the reader to find
through its pages two facts: first, that Alfarabi was well acquainted with Greek philosophy; so
well acquainted, in fact, that he was able, through diligent study, to perfect some of its old
theories and work out new ones. Second, that the Schoolmen borrowed from him a great
amount of material which hitherto has been regarded by many as a product of their

speculation, while in reality it is not. In all justice to Alfarabi and other Arabian thinkers, we
should candidly admit that Christian philosophy owes a great deal to them.
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Quoi qu'il en soit, les béuves d'Ibn-Roschd, en fait de literature grecque, sont
vraiment de nature a faire sourire. S'imaginant, par example, que le tragédie
n'est pas autre chose que I'art de louer, et la comédie, il pretend trouver

tragedies et des comedies dans les panégyriques et les satires des Arabes, et
meme dans le Coran!)
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